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ENGLISH LEARNER PROJECTED
TARGETS
How one Sioux Falls educator's question led to new EL report 
 
“What if we could look at current EL population and see right
away when their �rst ACCESS test was and its score, how many
years are expected to the projected exit date, and other
information that is included in the report card?”
 
Nicole Hansen, who works for the Sioux Falls School District,
asked the SD-STARS team this question in January 2019. Read
more...

NEW ITEMS IN THE CONTENT LIBRARY
The SD-STARS team updated the Content Library with the following articles, documents, and
guides to help educators. Users may �nd these articles by using the search box at the top of
each page in SD-STARS or by selecting the Content Library menu.
 

Continuous Improvement in Education: A Toolkit 
Parent and Family Digital Learning Guide 
Accountability: 2020 Equity Report Calculation Guide 
FERPA and COVID-19 
FERPA and Virtual Learning Related Resources 

 
Read more...
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COMING SOON: A NEW LOOK
FOR SD-STARS
SD-STARS is getting a new look! In late December, SD-STARS
users will notice some changes that are the result of an update
to our portal software called Blender. Read more...

DATA LOADS AND UPDATES
Recent data loads and updates include:
 

Data Load: Dual Credit
Data Load: ACT
Report Update: Subgroup Longitudinal Performance
Report Update: Student FAY List – Projected 
Updated Resource: Data Sources and Reports 

 
Read more...

ASK THE EXPERTS
The SD-STARS teams answers the following questions:

What browser should I use to access SD-STARS?
Are districts required to have printed versions of the
report card? 

Read more...

COVID-19 PRIVACY, HACKING THREATS
The director of the Student Privacy Policy O�ce at the U.S. Department of Education recently
published a blog response to four of the most common questions about federal education
privacy laws as they relate to disclosure of information about COVID-19 cases. Read more...
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TRAINING SERIES RECAP,
INVITATION
Users explore reports in ongoing SD-STARS training series
 
The SD-STARS team began a webinar training series in October.
Following is a recap of the �rst two sessions in the series and a
sneak peek at the third session, which will be offered in
February 2021.
Read more...
 
Tuesday, Feb. 23, 1:30-2:30 p.m., CT: Finding trends & making
observations
Registration:
https://southdakota.gosignmeup.com/public/Course/browse?
courseid=12981

UPCOMING SD-STARS WEBINARS
Learning opportunities for SAMs, EL, and SPED
 
The SD-STARS team will provide the following online trainings in the coming months.
Read more...
 
Thursday, Jan. 14, 10:30-11:30 a.m., CT
SAM webinar to introduce new Admin menu 
Registration:
https://southdakota.gosignmeup.com/public/Course/browse?courseid=13036
 
Thursday, Jan. 28, 2:00-3:00 p.m., CT
SD-STARS/EL joint webinar
Registration: 
https://southdakota.gosignmeup.com/public/Course/browse?courseid=13044  
 
Tuesday, Mar. 23, 1:30-2:30 p.m., CT
New feature: Special education community 
Registration:
https://southdakota.gosignmeup.com/public/Course/browse?courseid=12982  

STATE OFFICES CLOSED FOR
HOLIDAYS
The SD-STARS team will not be available on the following days,
due to state o�ces being closed for the holidays:
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Thursday, Dec. 24
Friday, Dec. 25
Friday, Jan. 1
Monday, Jan. 18 (Martin Luther King, Jr Day)

 
We will be in the o�ce to assist users Dec. 28-31.

STARS CERTIFIED TRAINERS
These trainers are located throughout the state and are ready and willing to answer your
questions. They are available to conduct SD-STARS trainings for your school or district to help
educators make the most out of SD-STARS. STARS Certi�ed Trainers (SCTs) have been trained
by department staff on the SD-STARS system and are kept up-to-date on system developments
and new reports. Districts can contact SCTs directly to request training at a cost to the district.

pdf

2020-21 STARS Certi�ed Trainers
Download this �le to access the names and email addresses of all
STARS Certi�ed Trainers!

Download
419.9 KB

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5f5a58484375c303c720258f


Facebook @sddoe

ABOUT US

South Dakota STARS Connections is a bi-monthly publication
for South Dakota administrators and teachers, produced by the
South Dakota Department of Education. This publication is
intended to communicate news and events regarding the South
Dakota Student Teacher Accountability and Reporting System
(SD-STARS), our Statewide Longitudinal Data System. To view
an online edition of this newsletter, go to
doe.sd.gov/publications.aspx.  
Contact us with story ideas or questions.
 
 
CONTACTS 
General Mailbox, for the quickest response to any question
 
Sara Kock, Team Lead
(605) 220-6548
 
Kim Carlson, Project Manager 
(605) 773-8062
 
Brad Steckelberg, Support Lead
(605) 295-7260

800 Governors Drive, Pierre, S… STARSHelp@state.sd.us

doe.sd.gov/sdstars
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